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ABSTRACT 


This article presents a catalogue of some newly discovered palm leaf 
manuscripts from the esteemed Tharananellur Mana in Kerala, 
offering a profound insight into the diverse spiritual and cultural 
heritage of the region. The manuscripts encompass a wide spectrum 
of texts, including excerpts from revered Vedic scriptures, Tantric 
rituals and iconic hymns like Lalita Sahasranama and Srimad 
Bhagavad Gita. This collection showcases the coexistence of both 
Vedic and Tantric traditions within the Mana, highlighting the 
richness and syncretism of Kerala's spiritual landscape. Noteworthy 
are the regional variations found in the tantric rituals and textual 
differences observed in the Lalita Sahasranama, promising intriguing 
avenues for scholarly exploration. Although the manuscript's precise 
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dates remain undetermined, inviting further study and deeper 


interpretation. This catalogue serves as a gateway for future research, 
aiming to unravel the intricacies of Kerala's spiritual tapestry 
embedded within the manuscripts housed in this venerable repository. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Palm leaf manuscripts have long stood as custodians 
of cultural heritage, preserving the intricate tapestry 
of knowledge, traditions and history. Kerala, a land 
steeped in rich heritage has been a reservoir of these 
fragile yet invaluable relics. In the contemporary age 
of digital preservation, the endeavour to unearth, 
digitize and catalogue these manuscripts marks a 
significant stride towards safeguarding and 
disseminating this invaluable wealth. 


This article unveils the culmination of an arduous yet 
rewarding endeavour: the identification, digitization 
and subsequent cataloguing of a corpus of previously 
unexplored palm leaf manuscripts from the heartland 
of Kerala. Beyond the mere digitization of aged 
documents, this undertaking seeks to bridge the 
chasm between antiquity and modernity, breathing 
new life into these age-old texts. 


The process of identifying these manuscripts involved 
traversing through archives, engaging with local 
communities, and collaborating with scholars and 
custodians who have been the silent guardians of 
these heritage. Through meticulous digitization 
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efforts, employing technology and preservation 
techniques, these fragile relics have been transformed 
into accessible digital formats, ensuring their 
longevity for generations to come. 


This catalogue serves as a testament to the resilience 
of these manuscripts, preserving not just words, but 
the essence of a cultural legacy. In an era where 
boundaries of knowledge dissemination have 
expanded exponentially, this compilation aims to 
contribute to the scholarly discourse, providing a 
window into a world that was on the brink of 
obscurity. The study and documentation of these 
manuscripts promise a deeper understanding of 
Kerala’s cultural history, shedding light on various 
facets of its history, language, religion and customs. 


Methodology 
The methodology involves Identification of 
Manuscripts, Selection and Preparation for 


Digitisation, Digitization Process, Cataloguing and 
Documentation, Accessibility and Preservation and 
Ethical Sensitivity. 
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Identification of Manuscripts 

> Exploration and Survey: Conducted thorough 
surveys across Kerala, collaborating with local 
archives, libraries and communities known for 
preserving such manuscripts. 


> Consultation with Experts: Engaged with 
scholars, historians and custodians possessing 
deep-rooted knowledge of local history and 
manuscripts to identify potential repositories. 


2. Selection and Preparation for Digitization 

> Criteria for Selection: Established criteria based 
on historical significance, rarity and thematic 
importance to prioritize manuscripts for 
digitization. 

> Preparation and Handling: Employed 
meticulous care and conservation techniques to 
ensure the safe handling and preparation of 
delicate palm leaf manuscripts for digitization. 


3. Digitization Process 

> Technology and Equipment: Utilized modern 
digital equipment and for fragile historical 
documents. 


> Digitisation Protocols: Developed protocols to 
maintain accuracy, resolution and preservation of 
the original content during the digitization 
process. 


> Quality Assurance: Implemented stringent 
quality checks to verify the fidelity and 
completeness of digitised manuscripts. 


4. Cataloguing and Documentation 

> Data Organisation: Established a systematic 
method for cataloguing, organizing and archiving 
digitised manuscripts. 


> Descriptive Metadata: Recorded detailed 
descriptive metadata including titles, authors (if 
known), dates, languages, scripts and any unique 
features or content within the manuscripts. 


> Collaborative Input: Engaged with scholars and 
experts for accurate interpretation and 
categorisation of manuscripts. 


5. Accessibility and Preservation 

> Digital Repository Creation: At Present, the 
digital copies of the manuscripts are securely 
preserved within hard drives and cloud storage 
spaces. Concurrently, I am in the process of 
developing a comprehensive digital repository 
system for these manuscripts. Additionally, 
efforts are underway towards editing and 
preparing the collection for future publication. 


> Preservation measures: Implemented long-term 
preservation strategies and conservation 


guidelines to ensure the sustained preservation of 
manuscripts. 


6. Ethical Considerations 

> Cultural Sensitivity: Maintained sensitivity to 
cultural and religious aspects while handling the 
manuscripts. 


> Permissions: Adhered to ethical guidelines, 
obtained necessary permissions when sharing the 
content. 


Descriptive 
Manuscripts 


Title: afearageararater: 


Lalitasahasranamavalih 


No.: 1 


Catalogue of Newly Identified 


Language: Sanskrit 
Script: Old Malayalam 
Size: 28cm by 2cm 


Extent: 20 leaves; written in both sides; 11 lines to a 
leaf; about 30 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
rather hurried but generally legible and correct 
writing. Corrections made here and there with black. 
Some upper side portions are partially damaged; 
complete. 


Subject: Thousand names of Hindu goddess. A part of 
Markandeya Purana 


Begins: ane): (UO 1NENaAIMBO) MA: 
6300 (UA ADE MA: 


Reference: The text has been printed in India many 
times. 


Notes: Manuscript contains many textual variations in 
the names and order some of them are hitherto 
unknown names. For example, 


feadeditepat 4H: in the place of fa(feyaaqateet 
AH:, WETS TT: instead of Vaart Aq: etc 


Title: GwTatatRCOTTAATT: 
Vaisnavanavikaranaprakarah 
No.: 2 

Language: Sanskrit 

Script: Old Malayalam 

Size: 28cm by 2.5cm 
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Extent: 23 leaves; written in both sides; 10 lines to a 
leaf; about 36 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
generally legible and correct writing. Some portions 
are partially damaged; 


complete. 
Subject: A Tantric temple ritual related to Vishnu. 


Begins; aN@): (WOMEMaAMeM Ma: 
Boresinamy 
NOMUSYAIMA! As M6M (alAbOH00 
ANAUSOM MBSA Maycome imu 
(DUAYODAaAM) CUOMO 
EMEA} OUBGAENO A}O$008. 


Notes: Manuscript possesses a Tantric temple ritual 
of Kerala. It contains a unique regional variation of 
the ritual process. 


Title: ANBMIENAN(A1IG@o 
vijayabaliprakaram 

No.: 3 

Language: Malayalam and Sanskrit 
Script: Old Malayalam 

Size: 34cm by 2.5cm 


Extent: 13 leaves; written in both sides; 11 lines to a 
leaf; about 47 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
generally legible and correct writing. complete. 


Subject: A rare Tantrik ritual of Kerala temples. 


Begins; aN@): (UlMEMalMGM Ma”: 
Cornreinany. 
ANZOOENEN aIAI0OTO +  SalNey0mM3 


OIMGAIDEMARO A/logYaleDs2 10 
BOAZMO INS AO 1M OBB BlAUMWwo.. 
ARCUdIAMHO ABO (alWOMo 


Ends: BHM 9312), CalOWModés1d 
AS 124 
AlWOBINOEOM M1\BANEI So 


AUN BO BEOM} 6088). 
AaNUe@BOnvYo 


MNLJob5108 


MoBANAAIO..... MNECBOM 
AN VBMoeVeN (a! Aso 
LOZCAMNY}. (UW) WMZ@GCSO MA: e900 


Mawlaow 


Notes: Manuscript contains a very rare Tantric ritual 
performing in the 


Vishnu Temples of Kerala. This ritual process is not 
yet published. 


Title: VDIMIMO)MOCGaANIAlAIAIMo 
Dhanvantarahomaprakaram 

No.: 4 

Language: Malayalam and Sanskrit 

Script: Old Malayalam 

Size: 34cm by 5.5cm 


Extent: 2 leaves; written in both sides; 10 lines to a 
leaf; about 41 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
generally legible and correct writing. Not complete. 


Subject: A Tantric ritual of God Dhanvantari. 
Begins: GoUMlAMMaro lan 
CoHOMWUOIAUOOD E18 


CHAU MEBOBOSONOETS 
BoVYONWU0OAM (510) 


66).210) CaNDADalAsN%o GaNDANHYSECB}. 
HOUAMUANG 1S) Cras (651M) 
66210512000. 


Notes: Manuscript contains a very rare tantric ritual 
for health benefits. The 


text is incomplete 

Title: CH(MMEMNo 
Agrayanam 

No.: 5 

Language: Malayalam and Sanskrit 
Script: Old Malayalam 

Size: 34cm by 5.5cm 


Extent: 2 leaves; written in both sides; 10 lines to a 
leaf; about 41 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
generally legible and correct writing. Complete. 
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Subject: A Vedic ritual; a part of sodaSasamskara 
performed by husband and wife. 


Begins: aAN@): MHOWNMEN CoAnNIDAMTUS 
MUADE!*laIOcé>o0 


AP IEOMONG  BOMMEMN 
Al®@M1@}o 


AJOS DOM} aleMsOaNo 6aIQ 
BOaIOMUM OY 18203 

BOM IOSMEHARAIS IAN) 
NEMNalM|IM0 MeuelsJ... 


Ends: 
COW AIMCO ERATDIMIMENAG). 


BOMNWMEMN OO 108 oO 16) (DUO 194000 
Mh 1 


CU0aHo0 GaNOAGUaH Ag. 

Title: Thirunakkara Devaswam Records 
No.: 6 

Language: Old Malayalam 


6)o1Q)). 


Script: Old Malayalam 
Size: 36.5 cm by 4.5cm 


Extent: 9 leaves; written in both sides; 10 lines to a 
leaf; about 58 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
generally readable and correct writing. Not complete 


Subject: An official letter from Thirunakkara 
devasvam officials to Veluthetathu Tharananellur 
Mana related to rituals of Thirunakkara temple, 
Kerala. 


Begins: MIANLNOO 
AAO 1M A6) af PO"! 


MUON .... 

Title: Pattam Records 
No.: 7 

Language: Malayalam 


CBOUMVO 


Script: Old Malayalam 
Size: 34 cm by 5cm 


Extent: leaves; written in both sides; 10 lines to a leaf; 
about 40 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
hurried writing but readable. Incomplete 


Subject: A deed related to land 

Begins: ASIAOOOHN ANSHOL 
AUMNGAOMAA0 

O1OMOAGC1ON@B... 

Title: aferarrerdtedteny 

Lalitatrisatistotram 

No.: 8 

Language: Sanskrit 

Script: Old Malayalam 

Size: 28 cm by 2cm 


Extent: 6 leaves; written in both sides; 8 lines to a 
leaf; about 30 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
hurried writing but readable. Incomplete 


Subject: A famous Stotra of Devi, Part of Brahmanda 
Purana. 


Begins: aN] 
AMDOOMolO 


ALISON) HAI sHeMM}emMvenoeNM"... 
Title: sftraragtat 


NEMNAIMO® MA: 


srimadbhagavadgita 
No.: 9 

Language: Sanskrit 
Script: Old Malayalam 
Size: 32 cm by 2.5cm 


Extent: 3 leaves; written in both sides; 8 lines to a 
leaf; about 38 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
hurried writing but readable. Partially damaged and 
incomplete 
Begins: .... Ao): MANGAN MoeUwWeeMn 
GBO1MO 


GOGVOOsISOMMS@UOOaAIMO1o 
(AJLEOOUOBHoU 


BOoMUU 00)! Eo... 


@ IJTSRD | Unique Paper ID-IJTSRD61210 | Volume—7 | Issue—6 | Nov-Dec 2023 


Page 461 


International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development @ www. .ijtsrd.com eISSN: 2456-6470 


Title: warragt 
Brahméanandavalli 
No.: 10 

Language: Sanskrit 
Script: Old Malayalam 
Size: 32 cm by 2.5cm 


Extent: 3 leaves; written in both sides; 8 lines to a 
leaf; about 38 letters 


to a line 


Description: Palm leaf. old Malayalam characters; 
hurried writing but readable. Partially damaged but 
complete 


Subject: Brahmananda valli is the second chapter of 
Taittiriya Upanishad 


Begins: aN): 
Gorr-einanyy 


Oo BMD ANMMoMem...... 


Ends: CMaNo 
SQUMAGCSC6OOJ0o 


MAAUCBENERSIO!: M aBAlo GAB 


MNOS al ]oUd 
HOO OO 10 IEW aH) 


The manuscripts in the above displayed catalogue are 
newly discovered from Tharananellur Padinjare 
Mana, Kerala. They provide a captivating glimpse 
into Kerala’s rich cultural and spiritual heritage. This 
diverse collection encompasses a spectrum of texts 
ranging from Vedic rituals to profound Tantric 
practices, shedding light on the manifold traditions 
existing within this revered house. 


(WINEMNAIMA® MA: 


ANUdlo 


DOI 


Notably, the presence of texts such as Lalita 
Sahasranama, Srimad Bhagavad Gita and excerpts 
from revered Vedic scriptures like the Taittiriya 
Upanishad, signifies the repository’s comprehensive 
spiritual legacy. However, the manuscript’s textual 


variations from commonly available versions of 
Lalita Sahasranama point to the uniqueness of the 
Tharananellur Mana’s heritage. 


Of significant scholarly interests are the tantric texts — 
Vaishnava Navikarana Prakara, Vijayabali Prakara 
and Dhanvantara Homa Prakaram. These manuscripts 
not only unveil tantric rituals but also introduce 
previously unknown regional variations, presenting 
an opportunity for deeper exploration into the 
evolution and diversity of these esoteric practices 
within Kerala. 


The presence of both Vedic and Tantric traditions 
within the same repository highlights the syncretism 
and coexistence of diverse spiritual paths within 
Kerala’s landscape. 


Conclusion 

In conclusion, the manuscripts discovered in the 
Tharananellur Mana offer an invaluable glimpse into 
Kerala’s spiritual and cultural ethos. The diversity 
within this collection, ranging from Vedic rituals to 
tantric texts, exemplifies the multifaceted heritage 
embedded within this renowned house. 


The manuscript collection’s potential publication 
after meticulous editing promises to unlock profound 
insights into Kerala’s spiritual traditions, elucidating 
unknown regional variations in Vedic and Tantric 
rituals and shedding light on the nuanced textual 
differences in revered works. 


The absence of specific dates within this article 
emphasizes the necessity for meticulous examination 
and scholarly scrutiny before any definitive dating of 
these manuscripts. However, the manuscript’s mere 
existence within Tharananellur Mana attests to their 
historical and cultural significance, inviting further 
scholarly exploration and interpretation. 


In essence, these manuscripts stand as venerable 
gateways to uncovering Kerala’s spiritual and cultural 
richness, inviting scholars and enthusiasts alike to 
delve deeper into the nuanced world of Vedic and 
tantric traditions harboured within the storied walls of 
the Tharananellur Mana. 
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